
Welcome to the Tenth Edition of the  
Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Newsletter 

News and Views 
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�  New Grant for “Language 
for  Living in Australia” 
Program 

�  Youth Leadership Camp 

�  Moorditj Kalangka 
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The activities of the Multicultural Sports & Recreation Program may be found on the ERCM website (see back page).  

The Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka ran 
a leadership camp on the weekend of 12th 
– 14th June at the Keith Maine Centre in 
Whiteman Park. The camp was run by the 
Edmund Rice Network in partnership with 
Scouts WA.  It was attended by our ERCM 
Youth Leaders, some potential leaders, 
and members of the “Together-as -One” 
Youth Leadership Group run by the  
Project Officer of the City of Stirling CaLD 
Youth Sport, Recreation & Leisure Project. 
The aim of the camp was to improve the 
leadership abilities of the participants as 
well as to foster greater friendships 
amongst existing and potential group 
members. A total of 9 young CaLD people  
participated and we were assisted by one 
Scout Leader and an adult ERN volunteer. 

The Office of Multicultural Interests funds 
the ERCM Youth Leadership Development 
Program, and so the Centre supplied the 
resources for the whole camp, while 
Scouts WA provided the equipment for the 
activities they ran.  
Achieved outcomes include: 
· Youth Leaders wrote & performed plays; 
· Youth Leaders organised all sporting 

tournaments; 
· New members were welcomed into 

the Leadership Program; 
· Evidence of lots of Interaction  
  between the different cultures and               
improving friendship bonds. 
Congratulations and thanks to all! 
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CBERS Redress Service 
WA 

Computer Studies  
Program 

Driver Education 
Program 

English as a Second 
Language  Program 

Indigenous Children’s 
Program 

Lifeskills for Living in 
Australia Program 

Multicultural Sport & 
Recreation  Program 

Settlement Grants  
Program 

“Women Together” 
Program 

Youth Leadership  
Development   

Program 
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Lifeskills for Living In  
Australia Program  
Lifeskills sessions have been  
continuing at the three locations—
Centrecare in Gosnells, and  
Communicare in Cannington and 
the Edmund Rice Centre at  
Mirrabooka. 
The 26 May session at Centrecare 
in Gosnells was attended by 23 
adult Burmese participants  
accompanied by some small  
children.  This was a large group 
to cater for and the assistance of 
two creche workers and a  
wonderful interpreter made things 
flow fairly smoothly.   Fortunately 
the large kitchen multi-purpose  
teaching space allows bigger 
groups to work and learn fairly 
comfortably . 
The sessions at Edmund Rice 
Centre and at Communicare  
continue with good participant 
numbers.  Bi-lingual helpers and 
volunteers greatly assist the 
groups. 
The program funding for the 08/09  
Lifeskills Grant Period was due to 

be finalised by the end of June.  
(We are proud to claim that we 
have exceeded the grant require-
ment for 85 workshops!). We are 
relieved to hear that a new 
grant has been offered for  the 
next financial year. 
Three volunteers in our Lifeskills 
program – Sally, Samia and  
Mahnaz were nominated for and 
have been successful in  
obtaining a free $50 fuel card  
redeemable from BP fuel depots. 
The ERCM Lifeskills group  
travelled to the KIDSAFE HOUSE 
in Subiaco where we were given a 
talk about household safety tips 
and ways of making homes safer 
for children and their families .  
A guest speaker then came into 
the Centre to talk specifically 
about car safety and child  
restraints. Both sessions were 
very informative for the students . 
The Communicare group  
welcomed a Nutritionist as a guest 
speaker. 
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Driver Education Program  
The drive safe classes and  
practical driving lessons on 
Wednesdays are continuing. 
We have had mixed success this 
month with two fails and a pass. 
Both people who failed accepted 
the decision and recognised their 
errors. These errors were a 
botched parallel park and going 
through a red light. The latter was 
caused by nerves. The lady 
stopped at the red light looked to 
the right; there was no cars  
coming so she made a left hand 
turn! She was very annoyed at 
herself because until then the  
assessment was going very well. 
Unfortunately each assessment 
costs $75 plus the lesson before 
hand and use of the car for the 
assessment, all of which totals 
$175. Therefore even failing once 
is a costly exercise.  The good 
news is the program has received 
funding from DIAC for another 
year and the places are filling up 
quickly. 
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Br Phil 

Our Budding Gardeners 

Carmela Scaffidi  
Cancer Council 
with two garden 
enthusiasts 
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English as a Second  
Language Program  
The ESL classes continue to 
thrive and grow.  At this stage 
each week, we have 255  
participants in 19 different classes 
at various levels taught by 13  
volunteer teachers.  Some  
participants attend several classes 
each week in their eagerness to 
learn.  However, because of 
classroom size and the varied 
abilities of the participants, our 
classes are overflowing.   
Following a meeting with Rod 
West, who was the local manager 
of Centrecare, regarding the use 
of their vacant building at 19 
Brewer Place, Centrecare has 
given us free use of the building 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays and  
Fridays.  
Even with this expansion, we still 
require more volunteer English 
Teachers, particularly as we will 
be losing Janet and Edel in July.   
Fortunately, we have some  
interested volunteer teachers who 
are wanting to join us. 
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SGP Generalists’ Program  
The two SGP Generalists have 
provided 73 case-work support 
services to 31 new clients and 42 
existing clients during the month 
of June.  
Clients presented with such cases 
as:  
· Claiming Workers Comp for 

injuries sustained at work,  
· Traffic Infringement fines, 
· Claims made by Insurance 

companies against clients for 
motor vehicle damages,  

· Homelessness,  
· Lack of adequate housing in 

both public and private rental 
market,  

· Excessive mobile phone bills 
from Telecommunication  

     providers. 
Our role as SGP Generalists is to 
educate the most vulnerable  
clients not to sign any contract 

until they have been informed of 
the details of the contracts and 
their responsibility for signing that 
contract.  
Some of the clients need on-going 
support due to illiteracy and also 
due to lack of local knowledge of 
how different systems work. 
We have an increased number of 
young people seeking information 
and support. 
We look forward to continue  
serving the community especially 
the Refugees and the  
Humanitarian Entrants in the new 
Financial Year. 
Thank you 
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Computer Studies Program  
We are now at the end of  Term 2 
which is the last of the current 
First Click Program. The  
Department of Education & Train-
ing has informed us that there will 
be further allocations for First and 
Second Click Programs and we 
are applying for similar projects as 
before.  So we wait and see what 
we will be given.  
On a brighter note, the Smith 
Family have confirmed their  
funding of the Microsoft UPS  
Program for the more advanced 
students for the remainder of the 
year.  
The final numbers for the first two 
terms are 51 ESL and 48 Seniors. 
Teachers:    Adele Dickson,  Nelia 
Elber and Tia Hattar 
Volunteer s:  Herbert Green, Lee 
Beck  and Maureen Marrows and 
students from Chisholm, Mater 
Dei and Trinity Colleges  
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Women Together Program  
During May, we have continued 
with people volunteering to cook 
each week. Some interesting  
selections of food include various 
fried rice dishes, home made 
pasta demonstrated by Elda,  
curried chicken by an African lady. 

Several women have just turned 
up with something that they have 
cooked at home. This is lovely 
and shows how they value the 
gathering and want to participate. 
For handcrafts, we have done a 
lot of sewing on machines and 
continued making dolls for the 
Uthando Project. (Dolls for the 
children of KwaZulu-Natal in  
Africa) Some women are keeping 
what is made for their own  
children and that is fine too.  
Some women have brought their 
own fabric to make into garments 
and we have started making wind-
cheaters out of some donated  
fabric. Janet is a very welcome 
addition to the team of volunteers. 
She has expertise in sewing and 
scrapbooking. 
On Monday 18th we were grateful 
that Brother Jim could drive the 
bus to take us on a picnic to 
Caversham Wild Life Park. This 
was a very happy outing in spite 
of the fact that some of the small 
children were frightened of the 
kangaroos! 
Thanks to Elda, Ferangueez, and 
Elfrida 
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Koondoola Integrated Services 
Centre  
The Integrated Services Centre 
based at Koondoola has been 
very busy over the past two 
months, with 44 sessions with  
clients in May and 31 in June.   
Twelve children from the ERCM 
Multicultural Sports Program were 
provided with disposable cameras 
and asked to take photos  relating 
to the topic “Free from Fear”.  Six 
children from Koondoola had their 
photos chosen as best symboliz-
ing the theme. These were exhib-
ited in the foyer of Central Park in 
the city. Five of the children  
attended  the opening of the  
exhibition launching Refugee 
Week 2009 and loved it.  
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Thank You to Our Sponsors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the 
Christian Brothers 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 613 
Mirrabooka WA 6941 
Phone:  (08) 9440 0625 
  (08) 9440 1920 
Fax:   (08) 9207 1178 
Email: ercmwa@westnet.com.au 

Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Inc 
18 Brewer Place 
Mirrabooka WA 6061 
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www.edmundricecentremirrabooka.com 

If you would like to support the Edmund Rice Centre  Mirrabooka Inc or a particular program, your 
donation will be most gratefully accepted.  Your do nation will enable people from Refugee and  
Indigenous backgrounds, including young people, to continue to gain benefits from our  
educational programs. 
I  enclose a donation to assist the work of the Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Inc: 

   [   ] $20    [   ] $50    [   ] $100    [   ] $500    [   ] Other 

All donations over $2 are tax deductible.  Donations can be made by cheque or by direct deposit.   

Please make cheques payable to “Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Inc” or deposit directly into  

“Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Inc”, Account BSB 066 183, Account No: 1009 1408.  

Reference:  Your Surname & Don  e.g.  Smith Don 

Title_________ Given Name_________________________ Family Name________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________ Post Code __________ 

Phone (    ) _________________ Fax (    ) __________________ Email__________________________ 
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�  Classes for Term 3 recommenced on  
      20 July 2009 
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The Sisters of 
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